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C.22nd.Ordinary Sun.  Sir.3.17-20, 28-29.  Heb.12:18-19, 22-24.  Lk.14.1, 
7-14. 
 
To choose the right place at the right time is the wisdom. The Pharisees 
were very fond of rank and honor. Jesus must have laughed at their 
scramble for the first seat in public places. Jesus never refused any 

invitation for dinners, whether the invitee was a Pharisee or a publican friend or a foe. In today’s 
gospel, on Sabbath day, a leading Pharisee invited him for a meal. Jesus noticed men invited by 
the Pharisee for the meal, scramble for the best and honorable seats. Then, Jesus spoke about 
humility not only at the table but also in life in general. 
 
The Lord observes even our common actions in life. When our Lord was invited for a meal, he 
observed how people were scrabbling for the honored seats. The eyes of Jesus are upon us 
always. He not only sees our great actions but also is concerned about our common actions. The 
Lord marks all our actions, even the common ones. Therefore, let us take care as to how we 
behave and perform our routine tasks. 
 
Jesus praises Humility. During the meal, our Lord perhaps noticed men invited by the Pharisee 
rushing in a and taking honored seats and a little later, when more honored guests came in, the 
host would have asked them to give their seats to the more honorable ones. He would have 
noticed their embarrassed face with great sadness. 
 
It is then that he advised everyone to be humble in life. We must check high thoughts about 
ourselves and consider how many there are who are more honorable than we, not only in terms 
of worldly dignities but also in terms of talents and accomplishments. Genuine humility is not 
something forced from outside. At times, we see some people praying a humble role because 
they have to.  
 
I am reminded of man and his wife who went to church one day. Out loud, the man prayed: O 
Lord, make me successful and please keep me humble. His wife kneeling beside him prayed with 
somewhat corrective plea: Oh, Lord, you make him successful, I will keep him humble. True 
humility is one’s own personal recognition of one’s true status before God. As Christians who 
have personally recognized our true status, we will joyfully accept all our gifts, talents and 
abilities as coming from God and will use them for our own enrichment and for the glory of God. 
 
Humility is best described as to think rightly of oneself. It is the right estimate of oneself. It is to 
think of ourselves as God thinks of us. If we have talents, we must use them not for our glory and 
honor but for God’s glory and honor. It is this kind of humility which brings honor. King 
Solomon said, “Before destruction the heart of man is haughty and before honor is humility. 
(pro.18.12). Destruction and ruin of a man is preceded by pride but honor for a man is preceded 
by humility. 



True humility which results from the right estimate of oneself and from reverence and respect for 
God and the other human beings will always be rewarded both by God and the others. St. Peter 
quoting the proverbs said, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble” (1Pet.5.13, 
pro.3.34). Jesus himself said, “Whoever exalts himself will be humbled and whoever humbles 
himself shall be exalted”. Humility has a flavor which recommends favorably to everyone. The 
ones who are humble shall always grow in honor in the eyes of others. On the other hand, pride 
and ambition are disgraceful before men. 
 
St. Peter advised the Christians saying, “And all of you must clothe yourselves with humility in 
your dealings with one another. Humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, so that he 
may exalt you in due time. (1Pet.5:5-6). Jesus advises us to be humble as he himself was humble. 
Learn from me for I am gentle and humble of heart. (Mt.11:29). St. Augustine says: streams of 
grace flow not towards the mountain of pride but into the valley of Humility. 
 
At the beginning of each Sunday service, Jesus invites us to take part in it with humility by 
repeating to us his words to the apostles after having washed their feet at the last supper: I have 
given you an example, so that you may copy what I have done for you. (Jn.13.15). This explains 
why at the beginning of each Eucharistic celebration, the church in Christ’s name invites us to 
acknowledge our sins and to reconcile ourselves with God and with our brothers and sisters in 
the community. Jesus’ top concern was to do God’s will and to serve man. As Christian let us, 
cultivate the sense of priority: the first place for God, then our neighbor and lastly ourselves. 
That will help us to practice true Christian charity. 
 
Let us check our feelings about ourselves and remain humble both before God and before others. 


